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for your continuing 
support of the District 7 

orchestra program! 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO THE EDWARDSVILLE 

ORCHESTRA BOOSTERS!  
 
Hello Orchestra Families,  
 
Welcome to the District 7 Orchestra program! This is a very 
exciting year, and we are looking forward to a wonderful school 
year filled with various events and opportunities for our children.  
My name is Susie Schaefer, and I am the Edwardsville 
Orchestra Booster President for the 2014-2015 school years. I 
have three daughters in the orchestra program, one each at 
Woodland Elementary, Lincoln Middle School, and Edwardsville 
High School. I know first-hand what this program has done for my children, and it is a 
great privilege to be involved in such an amazing organization. The support this 
district offers to our program, and the dedication from our administration, directors, 
and teachers is second to none. 
 
I want to officially welcome you to our orchestra family; you automatically became a 
member of the Orchestra Boosters when your child registered for the orchestra 
program. Edwardsville Orchestra Boosters is an organization that exists for the 
benefit of, and to help promote, the Edwardsville Orchestra program and its students 
in grades 4 through 12. Our orchestra Booster members include parents, extended 
family, neighbors and friends, and anyone interested in supporting our children and 
helping out at various events and activities. We hold fundraising activities, help with 
chaperoning events, publish newsletters, and whatever else we can do to help our 
students and directors. Fundraising is a necessary part of the booster club and we 
always welcome any new ideas and especially any volunteer help we can get! 
 
Last year, due to the success of our fundraisers and the generosity of our supporters, 
the Boosters were able to buy instruments for all levels of our program, cover the 
repair costs of instruments, provide assistance in travel needs for students, buy 
binders for our elementary schools, and provide each teacher with funds to help 
cover individual needs in their classrooms. This year, we started the year off by 
purchasing new concert attire for our high school students, instruments for the middle 
and elementary schools, and name tags for all the students’ instruments. 
 
We need your help this year to make our fundraisers a success. Please take note of 
the dates listed below for our upcoming fundraisers and events. It is very important to 
support these events as it helps us raise much needed funds for our program. You 
can also find information for these events on our website 
www.orchestraboosters.com, or if you cannot attend then consider making a donation 
to the Boosters so that we can continue to support our wonderful district orchestra 
program. 
 
I am so excited your child is part of the District 7 Orchestra program, and I look 

http://www.orchestraboosters.com/
https://ww2.scu.org/
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Edwardsville 

Orchestra Boosters 

 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Dates! 
 

 10/31  Halloween Parade 

 11/1  All-District Festival @ EHS  

 12/2  Liberty Holiday Concert @ 
7 pm 

 12/4  Lincoln Holiday Concert @ 
7 pm 

 12/3  EHS Holiday Concert @ 
7pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

forward to meeting you personally and to working with you throughout the year. If you 
have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call or email me. I am looking forward to 
a wonderful and musical year! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Susie Schaefer 
(618) 558-9307 
Schaefers509@aol.com 

 
 

  

 

The fifth annual Tour de Strings 
saw record attendance on 
Sunday, Oct. 5 at Edwardsville 
Township Park! Hosted by the 
Edwardsville Orchestra Boosters 
and supported by Scott Credit 
Union, more than 190 walkers 
and riders registered for the 
event. 

The walkers enjoyed a three-mile 
trek on Madison County Transit 
trails, while the bikers embarked 
on a 10-mile ride. Three teams of 
orchestra students competed for 
the prize of a pizza party, 
including students from the high 
school, middle schools and 
elementary schools. The middle-
school team brought in the most 
registrants!  

Scott Credit Union team 
members were on the scene, 
handing out bottles of water and 
prizes, as well as raffling off a 
bicycle. Face-painting, snacks 
and door prizes finished off the 
celebration under spectacular 
weather, highlighted by the 
presentation of Scott Credit 

Union’s annual $7,500 pledge to 
support our orchestra students.   

Thanks again to everyone who 
volunteered, participated and 
especially to our friends at Scott 
Credit Union! 
 
 
 

orchestraboosters.com 

Our bike raffle winner!! 

SCU $7,500 pledge! 

mailto:Schaefers509@aol.com
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Sneak peak at this year’s EOB 
Halloween Parade Entry! 

 
Feel free to contact the 

2014-14 EOB board 
members with 

information or questions: 
 

President: 
Susie Schaefer 

 schaefers509@aol.com 
 

Vice President:   
Kelle Hanson 

kelle.hanson@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer: 
Susan Payne 

spayne_66@yahoo.com   
 

Secretary: 
Laura Jeziorski 

lsmithjski@yahoo.com  
  

Past president: 
Lisa Browner 

lisabrowner@gmail.com 
  

Committee Chairs: 
 

Theresa Fuesting 
Communications and Social 

Media 
theresfuest@charter.net 

 
Cathy Longos 
co-fundraising 

tjljtlcel@aol.com 
 

Andrea Miracle 
co-fundraising 

andreamiracle@att.net 
 

Caryn Mefford 
nominating/election  
gcmefford@aol.com 

 
Susanna Woodard 

Membership 
susplaysviola@gmail.com 

 
Facebook editor: 
Paula Raffaelle 

paularaffaelle@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter writer: 
Elizabeth Donald 

elizabeth@elizabethdonald.com 

 
Newsletter layout: 

Ellen Edmonds 
ellen@edmondslawoffice.com 

 

Halloween Parade Returning Royalty! 
 

Last year the EOB took second place… this year we’re 
vying for the blue ribbon! All orchestra students are 
invited to walk in the Halloween parade with us, and 
we’d love to see everyone there! 

We will meet at 5:30 p.m. in the Lincoln Middle School 
parking lot. We don’t yet know where the float will be, so 
please sign up for email alerts at orchestraboosters.com 
and watch for a notice. We ask that all students wear an 
orchestra T-shirt if you have one, preferably the neon 
Tour de Strings shirt. There will be additional accessories 
supplied – glowy hats! We have a limited supply, so it’s first come, first served. 

A few rules: All elementary students must walk with a chaperone. One adult can walk 
with several children, but elementary students cannot just be dropped off. The parade 
ends at the Edwardsville Fire station; parents must be there to collect their children!  

We are also looking for EHS students and/or parent volunteers to help shepherd the 
kids while we are waiting to march and chaperone along the walk. We have to keep 
the kids safe and out of trouble, explain the rules and monitor them as we walk. 
Anyone willing to volunteer should contact Theresa Fuesting at 
theresfuest@charter.net or 288-0190.  

 

Meet the Teachers! 
 
Elementary:  Missy O’Neal teaches orchestra at Cassens, Columbus and Woodland 
Schools.  Ms. O’Neal is a cellist with a degree from SIUE, graduating in 2012. She 
has performed as a soloist with the SIUE Symphony Orchestra and performs as a 
member of the Streetta Quartet. Ms. O’Neal previously taught music in Limestone, IL.  
Karen Bratton will be teaching at Worden and Columbus as well.  Ms. Bratton 
studied music at SIUE, securing a bachelor’s degree in music education and a 
master’s degree in violin performance. She has been teaching in District 7 schools 
since 2004, and has been a principal second violin for the St. Louis Civic Orchestra 
last season. 
 
Middle School:  Kelly Schmidt is the director of orchestras at both Liberty and 
Lincoln Middle Schools. She is a recent graduate of the University of Illinois in 
Urbana-Champaign (Go Illini!). While at UIUC, she studied under Professor Michael 
Cameron and Dr. Louis Bergonzi.  Kelly's main instrument is the String Bass. She 
has played since she was 10 and has been involved in countless orchestras including 
the Champaign-Urbana Symphony Orchestra, Urbana Pops Orchestra, Kankakee 
Valley Symphony Orchestra, and the Illinois Philharmonia Orchestra.  When not 
teaching, Kelly enjoys spending time with her fiance, spoiling her yorkshire terrier 
puppy, and baking. Wedding planning takes up much of her free time too, as she is 
getting married over winter break!  Kelly feels extremely fortunate to get a job in such 
a great district. Her favorite age to teach is middle school, and she is so excited to 
have over 190 students in her program! She looks forward to a great year at both 
Lincoln and Liberty! 
 
EHS:  Victoria Voumard (formerly Brannon) is a violist, fiddle player and music 
educator. A native of Greenville, S.C., Mrs. Voumard received her bachelor’s degree 

? 
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Fun Facts 

 The word “orchestra” derives 
from a Greek phrase meaning 
“dancing place.” 

 When the word “orchestra” 
first appeared in English it 
meant “the art of dancing.” 

 The Royal Danish Orchestra 
claims to be the world’s 
oldest still in existence. It 
has its roots in a Royal 
Chapel Orchestra founded in 
1448. 

 The word “karaoke” comes 
from a Japanese phrase 
meaning “empty orchestra.” 

 On 23 April 2007, 5,567 
people set a record in 
Trafalgar Square for the 
world’s largest coconut shell 
orchestra. 

 The largest orchestra of all 
comprised 6,400 students 
plus the 52-person 
Vancouver Symphony 
Orchestra playing together 
in Vancouver in 2000. 

 An attempt to set a new 
mark of 7,224 players in 
Toowoomba, Queensland, in 
July this year is awaiting 
ratification from Guinness 
World Records. 

 All the instruments in the 
Vegetable Orchestra based 
in Vienna are made from 
vegetables. 

 
Taken from:  
https://www.express.co.uk/life-
style/top10facts/434844/Top-10-
facts-about-orchestra 

 

in music education from Furman 
University in 1993, where she 
studied with violist Lenny 
Schranze. She continued her 
viola studies with Victoria Chiang 
at the Harid Conservatory in 
Boca Raton, Florida and then SIU 
Edwardsville.  Currently, Mrs. 
Voumard plays viola with the 
Union Avenue Opera Theater in 
St. Louis and the Crusell Quartet. 
She also plays a Blaze acoustic-
electric five-string violin in the 
string band Fiddleback. Mrs. 
Voumard has performed in 
orchestras with headliners Jimmy 
Page & Robert Plant, Josh 
Groban, Peter Cetera, Mannheim 
Steamroller, Frank Sinatra Jr., 
Clay Aiken, Barry Manilow, 
Trans-Siberian Orchestra, 
Warren Haynes, Idina Menzel 
and Rod Stewart.  Mrs. Voumard 
previously directed orchestra 
programs in Spartanburg, S.C. 
and Alton, IL, and has been an 
instructor at Lewis & Clark 
Community College and 
Greenville College. She has 
adjudicated various contests and guest-conducted a variety of orchestras. She has 
been a clinician for workshops in New York, Massachusetts, North and South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Colorado, Florida, Texas, Missouri and Illinois. 
 

Thanks to . . .  
 

 Gateway Strings, which has donated a half-size violin to the 
elementary school and a fully-functional electric violin to the high 
school. The latter violin is being painted by the EHS Art Club, which 
will be auctioned off at the Tiger Town Consortium in the spring.  

 Donors who have given us three violins and a cello that are broken 
beyond repair. They will be turned into pieces of art by EHS art 
students, also to be auctioned at the TTC. If you have anything to 
contribute to this project, please contact Andrea Miracle at 
andreamiracle@att.net. 

 The Greater Edwardsville Area Community Foundation, which is 
administering more than 40 EHS scholarships for outgoing seniors 
each year. Among them are three orchestra scholarships: one for 
summer camp, the senior solo scholarship and the Linda Bristol 
Private Lesson Scholarship. The Boosters will collect donations at 
each of our events this year and on our website. Check out 
orchestraboosters.org or geacf.org for more information! 

 

EHS fall concert, October 9, 2014 
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Coming soon, our annual wreath and 
swag sale . . .  

 
 
 
Order forms for our annual wreath and swag sale will be handed out soon, and we 

have some great new choices.  Check them out:   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Orders and checks should be turned in by Friday, November 7th to your orchestra 
teacher.  Orders can also be placed online using a credit card at the EOB website:  
www.orchestraboosters.com.  Wreath pick up will be Monday, December 1st  at 
EHS Teacher Parking Lot from 7:00-9:00pm.  
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